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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This document is the first Office Action on the merits. This action is responsive 
to the following communications: The Non-Provisional Application, which was filed on 
December 31 , 2001 . ' 

2. Claims 1-20 have been examined, with claims 1 , 4, 6, 9, 1 5, and 20 being the 
independent claims. 

3. Claims 1-20 are rejected. 

Claims Rejections - 35 U.S. C. 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by.the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-11 and 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Sahota, et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication, 2001/0056460 A1, published 
December 27, 2001 , claiming priority to Provisional Application 60/199,686, filed April 
24, 2000) [hereinafter "Sahota"]. 
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Regarding independent claim 1 , Sahota teaches: 

A method for providing a business engine using platform independent 
' business rules, comprising: 

providing a platform dependent business engine; 

encoding a set of business rules in extensible style language translator 
("XSLT") to obtain an XSLT business rule component comprising the platform 
independent business rules, the XSLT business rule component operative to 
perform logical manipulations based on the platform independent rules; and 

coupling the XSLT business rule component with the platform dependent 
business engine to create the business engine using the platform independent 
business rules. 

(See, Sahota, figures 2A-2B, and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], 
[0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142], and claims 41-50, teaching XSLT used within a 
"content converter" to map data into a variety of representations as a standard interface. 
See, particularly, Sahota, figure 2A and paragraphs [0066]-[0068].) 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

providing an updated XSLT business rule component comprising updated 
platform independent business rules; and 
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loading the updated XSLT business rule component into the platform 
dependent business engine to obtain an updated business engine using the 
updated platform independent business rules. 

(See, Sahota, paragraph [0084], teaching the "syndication transformation manager" 

using XSLT and modification (updating) of the XSLT code.) 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 
employing an extensible markup language ("XML") document type 
definition to facilitate coupling the XSLT business rule component with the 
platform dependent business engine. 
(See, Sahota, paragraphs [0059] and [0136], teaching the use of XML document type 
definitions (DTS's) for coupling with the XSLT.) 

Regarding independent claim 4, Sahota teaches: 

A method of providing a plurality of business engines that include platform 
independent business rules, the method comprising: 

encoding a set of business rules in extensible style language translator 
("XSLT") to obtain the platform independent business rules; and 

coupling the platform independent business rules with a plurality of 
platform dependent business engines using an extensible markup language 
("XML") document type definition to provide the plurality of business engines. 
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(See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], 
[0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142], and claims 41-50, teaching XSLT used with a plurality 
of platform dependent business engines using XML DTD's.) 

Regarding dependent claim 5, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 4, further comprising: 

providing updated platform independent business rules by updating the 
platform independent business rules using XSL T; and 

coupling the updated platform independent business rules with each of the 
plurality of platform dependent business engines to obtain an updated plurality of 
platform dependent business engines. 
(See, Sahota, figure 2A and paragraph [0084], teaching the "syndication transformation 
manager" using XSLT and modification (updating) of the XSLT code.) 

Regarding independent claim 6, Sahota teaches: 

A method for providing a common business service ("CBS") unit used in 
conjunction with an application program, the CBS unit using platform 
independent business rules, comprising: 

encoding a set of business rules in extensible style language translator 
("XSLT") to obtain an XSLT business rule component comprising the platform 
independent business rules, the XSLT business rule component operative to 
perform logical manipulations based on the platform independent business rules; 
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providing a platform specific CBS unit; and 

coupling the XSLT business rule component with the CBS unit to obtain 
the CBS unit using the platform independent business rules. 

(It is noted that a common business service (CBS) is disclosed as the XSLT business 

rule component claimed. See, disclosure, page 3, lines 23-28. 

See, Sahota, paragraphs [0054]-[0055], teaching the repository 205 to store 

"rules and logic" which may be accessed on demand, and which is therefore a common 

business service and is taught to be used with an XSLT business rule component.) 

Regarding dependent claim 7, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 6, further comprising: 
■ providing an updated XSL T business rule component comprising updated 
platform independent business rules by updating the platform independent 
business rules using XSLT; and 

coupling the CBS unit with the updated XSLT business rule component to 
obtain an updated CBS unit using the updated platform independent business 
rules. 

(See, Sahota, figure 2A and paragraph [0084], teaching the "syndication transformation 
manager" using XSLT and modification (updating) of the XSLT code.) 
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Regarding dependent claim 8, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 6, wherein an extensible markup language ("XML") 
document type definition is used to couple the XSLT business rule component 
and the CBS unit. 

(See, Sahota, paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], [0082]-[0084], and 
[0136]-[0142], teaching the invention of claim 6 using and XML DTD.) 

Regarding independent claim 9, Sahota teaches: 

A method for manipulating input data and providing output data, 
comprising: 

encoding a set of business rules in extensible style language translator 
("XSL T") to obtain a set ofXSL T business rules; 

coupling the set of XSLT business rules with a platform dependent 
business engine to obtain an XSLT business engine; and 

using the XSLT business engine to: 

receive the input data from a source; 

perform a logical manipulation of the input data based on the XSLT 
business rules; and 

provide the output data to the source. 
(See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], 
[0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142], teaching the XSLT business rules, coupling the XSLT 
business rules to a platform dependent business engine to obtain an XSLT business 
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engine and using the XSLT business engine to receive input, perform manipulations of 
the input data based on the business rules, and provide output data.) 

Regarding dependent claim 10, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

providing updated XSLT business rules by updating the set of XSLT 
business rules using XSLT; and 

updating the XSLT business engine by coupling the updated XSLT 
business rules with the platform dependent business engine. 
(See, Sahota, figure 2A and paragraph [0084], teaching the "syndication transformation 

■ 

manager" using XSLT and modification (updating) of the XSLT code.) 

Regarding dependent claim 11, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 9, wherein a call to a remote database is made as a 
result of the logical manipulation. 
(See, Sahota, paragraph [0136]-[0142], teaching access to remote databases.) 

Regarding dependent claim 14, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 9, further comprising: 

using an extensible markup language ("XML") document type definition to 
facilitate coupling of the set ofXSL T business rules with the platform dependent 
business engine. 
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(See, Sahota, paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], [0082]-[0084], and 
[0136]-[0142], teaching the invention of claim 9 using and XML DTD.) 

Regarding independent claim 15, Sahota teaches: 

A method for performing a task requested by an application program 
comprising: 

encoding a set of business rules in extensible style language translator 
("XSLT") to obtain platform independent business rules; 

coupling the platform independent business rules with a platform 
dependent common business service ("CBS") unit to obtain an XSLT CBS unit; 
and 

using the XSL T CBS unit to: 

receive input data from the application program; 

perform a logical manipulation of the input data based on the 
platform independent business rules; and 

n. 

provide output data based on the logical manipulation. 
(See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], 
[0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142], teaching the XSLT business rules, coupling the XSLT 
business rules to a platform dependent business engine to obtain an XSLT business 
engine and using the XSLT business engine to receive input, perform manipulations of 
the input data based on the business rules, and provide output data.) 
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Regarding dependent claim 16, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

providing updated platform independent business rules by updating the 
platform independent business rules using XSLT; and 

coupling the CBS unit with the updated platform independent business 
rules to obtain an updated CBS unit. 
(See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], 
[0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142], teaching updating the XSLT business rules by 
updating the XSLT, coupling the XSLT business rules the CBS on the independent 
client.) 

Regarding dependent claim 17, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 15, further comprising: 

using an extensible markup language ("XML") document type definition to 
facilitate coupling the platform independent business rules with the platform 
dependent CBS unit. 

(See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], 
[0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142], teaching using XML for coupling.) 

Regarding dependent claim 18, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 15, wherein the output response is provided to the 
application program. 
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(See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly [0054]-[0069], 
[0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142].) 

Regarding dependent claim 19, Sahota teaches: 

The method of claim 15, wherein the output response is a call to another 
software unit. 

(See, Sahota, paragraph [01 36]-[0142], teaching access to remote databases which 
would be a "software unit.") 

Regarding independent claim 20, Sahota teaches: 

A computer-readable medium containing computer-executable instructions 
comprising: 

a set of business rules encoded in extensible style language translator 
("XSLT"), wherein the encoded set of business rules can be adaptively coupled 
with a platform dependent business engine using a document type definition to 
provide a platform dependent business engine having behavior based on the set 
of business rules encoded in XSLT. 

(Claim 20 incorporates substantially similar subject matter as claimed in claim 1 and is 

rejected along the same rationale.) 

5. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to 
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be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See, MPEP2123. 

Claims Rejection - 35 U. S.C. 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sahota, et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication, 2001/0056460 A1, published 
December 27, 2001, claiming priority to Provisional Application 60/199,686, filed April 
24, 2000) [hereinafter "Sahota"], as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of 
Lipkin, et al. (U.S. Patent Application Publication, 2002/0049788 A1, filed January 12, 
2001, and claiming priority to Provisional Application 60/176,450, filed January 14, 
2000) [hereinafter "Lipkin"]. 

Regarding dependent claim 12, Sahota in view of Lipkin teaches: 

The method of claim 9, wherein a call to another business engine is made 
as a result of the logical manipulation. 
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(Sahota teaches the invention claimed in claim 9, and teaches a call to another 
business engine. See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly 
[0054]-[0069], [0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142]. Sahota does not expressly teach that 
the call is made as a result of logical manipulation. 

Lipkin teaches a separate "meta-data store" to hold information used to validate 
input data. See, Lipkin, paragraphs [0232]-[0243]. Lipkin teaches to store the data 
separately from the execution data of the program, and Sahota teaches to call for 
update information. Sahota and Lipkin are combinable in that they are in the same art 
of integrating disparate platforms and software applications. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the calling access function of Sahota with the separate storage 
access function of Lipkin. 

The suggestion or motivation to combine the references is for the obvious 
advantage of accessing separately stored data, the difference between the authorities 
being merely limited to whether the data was stored on the same processor, Lipkin, or 
on a separate processor, Sahota. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of Sahota and Lipkin to result in the 
invention specified in claim 12.) 
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Regarding dependent claim 13, Sahota in view of Lipkin teaches: 

The method of claim 9, wherein when the logical manipulation comprises 

a validation of the input data. 
(Sahota teaches the invention claimed in claim 9, and teaches a call to another 
business engine. See, Sahota, figure 2A-2B and paragraphs [0024]-[0142], particularly 
[0054]-[0069], [0082]-[0084], and [0136]-[0142]. Sahota does not expressly teach that 
the call is made as a result of logical manipulation. 

Lipkin teaches a separate "meta-data store" to hold information used to validate 
input data. See, Lipkin, paragraphs [0232]-[0243]. Lipkin teaches to store the data 
separately from the execution data of the program, and Sahota teaches to call for 
update information. Sahota and Lipkin are combinable in that they are in the same art 
of integrating disparate platforms and software applications. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to combine the calling access function of Sahota with the separate storage 
access function of Lipkin. 

The suggestion or motivation to combine the references is for the obvious 
advantage of accessing separately stored data, the difference between the authorities 
being merely limited to whether the data was stored on the same processor, Lipkin, or 
on a separate processor, Sahota. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to combine the teachings of Sahota and Lipkin to result in the 
invention specified in claim 12.) 
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7. It is noted that any citations to specific, pages, columns, lines, or figures in the 
prior art references and any interpretation of the references should not be considered to 
be limiting in any way. A reference is relevant for all it contains and may be relied upon 
for all that it would have reasonably suggested to one having ordinary skill in the art. 
See, MPEP2123. 

Conclusion 

8. The following prior art is made of record and not relied upon that is considered 
pertinent to applicants' disclosure: 

Kuznetsov (U.S. Patent 6,772,413 B2). 
Yassin, et al. (U.S. Patent 6,829,745 B2). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael K. Botts whose telephone number is 571-272- 
5533. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8:00-4:00 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Herndon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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